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Independence Day 
2008 Celebration 

    See Page 10�

 
Know Vasthu Sastra  

Living with Poor Alignment 
See Page 8 
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ISWA Golf Gala 
Day  

See Page 9  
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Friends Namaskar! 
 
First of all I would like to thank each of you for giving 
us an opportunity to serve the Indian community.  It 
was overwhelming to see such a large number of 
members exercising their voting rights to elect the new 
committee at the AGM on 9th March 2008.   

 
Each committee member is very keen to work for the betterment of the 
community and made the following pledge at the AGM: 
 
I promise to work sincerely for the society.  I shall work as a team and shall 
leave all the personal differences aside and do what is best for the society.  My 
motto will be “SERVICE BEFORE SELF”.   
 
The first function, Holi Mela organized by this committee was a grand success 
with over 300 participants present at the Bardon Park, Maylands.  The 
committee is thankful to Mr Rajpal Kapoor who kindly served everyone with 
mouth watering Jallebis.   
 
Along with maintaining current activities such as Holi Mela, Independence 
Day cultural function, Independence Day Ball and Diwali Mela, the committee 
will look into moving the society a step further in the following areas: 
 

· Bring the Indian community together and try to make ISWA an 
umbrella organization. 

· Work together with other Indian organizations to make a joint effort to 
push the authorities for a block of land where the dream India house 
can be built that will be for everyone in the Indian community. 

· Work for Youth participation through sports activity 
· Assistance to new migrants. 
· Work towards getting direct benefits to members through collective 

bargaining for various services from the businesses.  
 

We will try our best to meet your expectations. We are always open to your 
suggestions.  Please feel free to contact me or any member of the present 
committee through email, letters and phone or meet personally to present your 
views. 
 
Jugal K. Agarwalla 
President 
president@iswa-perth.org 
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Dear Members, 
 
This is the first edition of Samachar from ISWA’s new executive committee, elected by you for 2008-10.  
On behalf of the new executive committee I would like to thank you for providing us the opportunity to 
serve the community. Going forward ISWA Samachar will be published quarterly and we would be using 
this as a communication platform for all ISWA activities as well as discussing topics concerning the wider 
Indian community.  The new committee has started on a positive note with another successful Holi Mela and 
T20 Cricket Match with Anglo Indian Association of Western Australia (AIAWA). We are receiving very 
positive response from the participants of the ongoing Golf clinics running at various WA locations. Our 
team is gearing up for ISWA’s flagship Independence Day programs. You will find further details in this 
edition of Samachar. 
 
From years ISWA has been on the forefront in bringing new initiatives, show casing Indian culture and 
tradition and raising issues pertaining to us. With fastest ever growing Indian society we are also looking 
forward to your continuous active involvement. Every idea is welcome and you do not have to be a 
committee member to take initiative.  
 
Hope you will enjoy reading this newsletter and I look forward to receive your comments. 

 

�
�����������
Communication Coordinator 
newsletter@iswa-perth.org 
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ISWA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Sunday, 9th March 2008 at Australia Asia (AAA) 
House, 275 Stirling Street, Perth, WA. The meeting started at 11.45am and continued for 3hours. The 
meeting was attended by a record breaking number of members in the history of ISWA AGM. Some of the 
process and agenda covered in the meeting are as follows. Contact Dr. Jugal Agarwalla  for a copy of full 
report of AGM 2008. 
· PRESIDENT REPORT: The President, Mr Atul Garg presented the highlights of the past two years 

and thanked all who were responsible for the organisation of each event. Mr. President also remarked 
“The success of these events have helped to raise the profile of ISWA while assisting in raising Funds”. 

· FINANCIAL REPORT:  Treasurer, Mr. Mahesh Mehta presented the financial report detailing the 
financial transactions carried out in the year 2007-08 and ISWA’s current financial position. During two 
years tenure he informed “Transactions were mostly done via cheques, this resulted in a better control 
over expenditure”. 

· ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2008-2010:  Election for the ISWA executive committee 
2008-10 was one of the highlights of this year’s AGM. The elections were held under the supervision of 
Mr. Russell Raymond as a Returning Officer. The Returning Officer confirmed that, “All the candidates 
had been properly nominated and the elections were conducted in a fair and transparent manner”. 
 
ISWA’s Executive committee elected for the period 2008-10 

 
Position Member 
President Dr. Jugal Agarwalla 
Vice President Mr. Manny Rodrigues 
Secretary  Mr. Rakesh Khandelwal 
Assistant Secretary Mr. Navin Jain 
Treasurer Mr. Anil Jain 
Assistant Treasurer Mr. Mahesh Mehta 
Committee Member Mr. Albert Da’Cruz 
Committee Member Mrs. Ashraf Iqbal 
Committee Member Mrs. Jessy Gupta 
Committee Member Dr. Kanwal Jit Singh 
Committee Member Mrs. Renu Kumar 
Committee Member Dr. Renu Sharma 
Honorary Auditor Mr. Krishan Gupta 
Immediate Past President Mr. Atul Garg JP (Ex Officio) 

 
Watch this space in next Samachar edition for a new series “Know your Committee Members” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing:  Rakesh Khandelwal, Manny Rodrigues, Anil Jain, Atul Garg, Jugal Agarwalla, Albert Da’Cruz, Kanwal Jit Singh 
Sitting: Navin Jain, Ashraf Iqbal , Renu Sharma, Renu Kumar, Mahesh Mehta, Jessy Gupta 
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IPL (Indian Premier League) 20-20 fever is ubiquitous and what a sensational opening ceremony full of 
fireworks, acrobatics and dancing 
cheerleaders, it was considered biggest 
ever-sporting gala in India. We had our 
share of this popular and fast catching 
cricket format on 2nd March 2008. This 
day ISWA Fighters played a 20-20 
match with AIAWA (Anglo Indian 
Association of Western Australia) 

Challengers. With the large audience enjoying the game of cricket, respective AIAWA & ISWA 
members played the roles of cheerleaders and they cheered every 
entertaining moment.  
 
Fighters won the toss and decided to field first. Challengers took the 
invitation in style and cruising through easily with some wonderful 
batting display. By 9th over they were at 63 with no loss. At this 

stage the Fighters 
started to show 
their fighting 
skills with some excellent bowling, remarkable 
fielding and awesome coordination. Challengers were 
bowled out for 123 in the 20th over. The Fighters 
started the run chase slowly and steadily and surpassed 
some brilliant bowling performance from Challengers 

pacer battery. Fighters middle order took full advantage of the solid start provided by the openers. They 
were home with 3 overs to spare and won the match by 7 wickets.  
 
Aman (4 for 20 from 4 overs) “Best Bowler”, Puneet Rajpal (41 runs) 
“Best Batsman” and Sateesh PT (31runs and 2 wickets) “Man of the 
Match” were all from ISWA Fighters. Congratulations to all the winners 
and thanks to all the participants for their wonderful sportsmanship.  
 

Dr Viren Rawal and Rakesh Khandalwal 
stood rock solid against all wild appeals 
and produced clean umpiring decisions.  
 
Special thanks are due to Carlton and others from AIAWA for organizing 
this cricket day and for being a wonderful host. And not to forget the 
audience they were thoroughly wonderful.   

 
To register your 

interest for 
future sporting 
events contact  
Mr. Navin Jain 

 
 

                Best Bowler                            Best Batsman                                                 Man Of the Match              Winning Tropy
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Holi, the Festival of Colours, is a popular Hindu spring festival observed in India, Guyana, and 
Nepal. Also known as Dhulhendi, people spend the day throwing colour powder and water at each 
other. This was the scene during Holi Mela 
organized by ISWA on 23rd March 2008 
(Saturday) at Brandon Park Maylands. At 
the picturesque backdrop of Perth CBD 
landscape more than 300 people of all ages 
came together and had a colourful day out.    
 
The day went past in no time with people 
singing, chanting and playing. Kids got 
empty buckets and used them to their full 
potential.  
 
Like every year, we distributed colours and sweets to every one with a gold coin donation. ISWA 
would like to thank “Grand India Flavour” 
restaurant for distributing hot Jallebis, this 
added a sweet touch to the festive mood. 
 
After the fun and frolic with colours when 
the food boxes filled with delicious and 
yummy food were opened every one just 
jumped in and joined in enjoying the hearty 
meals brought by the participating families. 
A recent migrant to WA commented, “This 
was one of the best Holi I and my family 
have ever played and it is more grand and 
gala than some of Indian Holi celebrations 
that we have seen”.   

  
ISWA would like to thank all of you for coming together and making the Holi festival a great 
success.   

  
Looking forward to see you all at the Holi Mela ‘09 till then enjoy the memories captured through 
the digital media.  
 

 
   
More pictures are available on ISWA’s website www.iswa-perth.org 
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India celebrates more than 365 festival in a year: Incredible India  
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Starting this issue, renowned Vasthu Sastra author and international speaker T. SELVA will write a 
column on how to create a home sweet home without renovations and demolishing your house 
 

Living with poor alignment 
 
Vasthu Sastra 
By T. Selva  
 
 
 
One of the biggest challenges when trying to incorporate Vasthu Sastra principles is a house that is 
oriented diagonally to the cardinal points of the compass. Such slanted properties will make it 
difficult for occupants to follow Vasthu tips closely because it prevents them from getting the true 
north or south directions in their homes. This does not mean, however, that dwellers of such 
premises cannot observe Vasthu practices at all. They can still follow the orientations but they will 
have to make some compromises, particularly in the direction of their beds, kitchens and altars.  
 
Diagonal properties are those having their main entrance located in the north-east, south-east and 
north-west. A south-west main entrance is a total no-no in Vasthu because this quadrant is 
inauspicious. Residents of properties with an entrance facing south-west will experience expenditure 
that exceeds income and will not enjoy good health. Many people lament that they are having a 
tough time trying to rearrange things in their oblique houses. What one Vasthu follower did was to 
slant his bed so that it aligned east to west, tilted his altar to face east. However, this made his house 
layout uneasy and unpleasant.  
 
I understand it can be challenging to follow Vasthu in a diagonal house compared to those staying in 
houses having their entrance in the north, south, east and west. My advise to potential house buyers 
would, if possible, try not to invest in a diagonal property in the first place. If you have no choice 
and end up with such a house, there are several adjustments you will have to make. For instance, 
Vasthu says the altar should face east but, in a diagonal property, you will be forced to have it facing 
north-east. In the case of the kitchen, which should normally be located in the south-east and face 
east when cooking, or north-west and face north, here again the dweller will not be able to follow 
these directions. You will also find that in such mis-aligned properties, the kitchen should be located 
in the centre of the house, adding further pressure to the house design. Another area the house owner 
will not be able to correct at all is the placement of the commode, which should face north and south 
and never east or west. It will be virtually impossible for occupants to follow this direction in mis-
aligned properties. Commodes that face other directions will have a great impact on the health of the 
house’s occupants. Although such property owners will not be able to draw the best out of the subtle 
Vasthu energies, they can still opt for second or third choices in directions.  
 
One example is that in a house facing north-east, the master bedroom should be in the south-west 
location and when sleeping, the breadwinner should face north-east, northwest or south-east. If the 
house faces north-west, the altar should be located in the north-east quadrant and the images of 
deities should face north-east. In a south-east facing house, the kitchen should be located in the 
north-west quadrant and the dweller should face north-west.  

 
T. Selva is the author of the best selling book titled Vasthu Sastra Guide. To get a copy, call Devi at 0412623017 or visit  
www.vasthuweb.com  
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A couple of buddies decide to play together for the first 
time. Mac is an avid golfer and Jimmy is new to the game. 
On the way to the course, Mac asks, "By the way, what's 
your handicap?" 
Jimmy replies,"I don't have one. It’s more like a permanent 
disability" 

A couple of buddies decide to play together for the first 
time. Mac is an avid golfer and Jimmy is new to the game. 
On the way to the course, Mac asks, "By the way, what's 
your handicap?" 
Jimmy replies,"I don't have one. It’s more like a permanent 
disability" 

 
 

 
Updates on ISWA Golf 

Challenge – 2008 
 
 
 

As informed in our last newsletter and subsequent mails sent to all ISWA members, we are 
currently running a very exciting Golf program.  We have had excellent responses to the Golf Clinics. 
First batch of Beginners Clinic is already over. Feedback from participants gives idea of success of 

this event. In fact there are still 
enquiries coming for places in 
Golf Clinics. All the places for 6 
Golf clinics were fast booked. 
Clinics are being run at very 
subsidized rates, thanks to the 
grant received from DSR.  
 

After intermediate clinic finishes in late August, we shall conduct Gala days on 9-hole Golf Courses at 
Hill View Golf course and Nedlands Golf course. Gala days are scheduled on 31st August 2008, 14th 
September 2008 and 19th October 2008. We will keep you posted with further details. 
 
We encourage all members to participate 
in these events. It would be quality game 
organised by Golf Professionals. Women’s 
Golf WA is helping us to organise all the 
clinics.  

 
Register your interest for Golf Gala Day, 
Please contact Mr. Rakesh Khandelwal on 
0448 498 240 or write mail to 
secretary@iswa-perth.org. 
 
 

 
From left to right: 1.Tutor on one to one 2. Session in progress at Nedlands, 3.Group at Wembley 4. Group at 
Coller Park 
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A 9-year old boy was walking along a golf course caddying 
for his dad when he sees an old man teeing off from 3 yards in 
front of the tee box.  
“Excuse me sir, but your ball is supposed to be in line with 
the tee box, or just behind It.,” says the boy.  
"That's great son." the old man replies. 
"Now do you mind shutting up while I take my second shot?" 

ISWA invites you to write article for future editio ns of Samachar. Register your 
interest with a topic and an electronic copy of the article. 

For further details contact Editor’s desk at newsletter@iswa-perth.org. 
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Independence Day 
Celebration 2008 

 
Like last year, ISWA is pleased to 
announce its twin flagship programs to 
celebrate Indian Independence day 2008. 
 

 
First one popularly known as Cultural Carnival, which Indian Society of WA has been successfully 
organizing in alliance with various Indian associations and other organizations of Indian origin. The theme 
of the function is “SANGAM of Indian culture”. 
 
This year’s expected list of performances include: 
1. Traditional Indian folk dances 
2. Indian Classical dances 
3. Theme oriented items depicting Indian Festivals, Indian Tradition e.g. marriage etc.  
4. Skits/one act plays depicting traditional Indian living, Indian culture or Traditional Issues faced by Y 
generation young Non Resident Indians living in a multicultural and cosmopolitan society outside Indian 
subcontinent such as Western Australia. This may be performed in a mixture of a local Indian language and 
English. 
4. Musical Instrumental performances 
5. Dance item to live musical band 
 
Date: 17th August (Sunday) 
Venue: Perth Concert Hall, 5, St. Georges Terrace, Perth 
 
Preparations have already begun to make this event a great one. If there are any ideas / interest for 
participation in presenting program during cultural carnival. Please contact Dr. Jugal Agarwalla or any 
other ISWA committee member for further details. 
 

Second event is the India Independence Ball, a Fun Filled 
evening with Live Band, DJ Music, Dance Floor, Delicious Food and 
many more.  
 
Date: around 15th August , TBD  
Venue: Embassy Ballroom, 115 President Street, Carlisle.  
 
Please contact Mr. Manny Rodrigues or any other ISWA committee member for further details about India 
Independence Ball. 
 
ISWA invites all community members to participate in these programs. Such participations are not limited to 
just ISWA members. Everyone is invited. We would be looking for some volunteers to help us during the 
events. Tickets for both events will be out for sale very soon. Please contact committee members to get your 
tickets.  
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ADVERTISE  
 

Please support your 
Society by advertising 
in the newsletter. 
 
For more details please contact: 
Mr. Navin Jain 

 
SANGAM 

 

Your Radio Program.    

Every Saturday 3 to 4 PM 

6EBA 95.3 MHz FM 

For further details please contact: 
Mrs. Renu Kumar 

ISWA Membership 
Join ISWA and be part of extended Indian family in 
Western Australia. 
  
For more information on membership benefits please visit www.iswa-perth.org or 
contact Mr. Rakesh Khandelwal  

 
 

Disclaimer 
This newsletter is generated and issued by ISWA for private circulation. Contents used in this newsletter are of 
informative nature and do not account to advise anyone. Newsletter is circulated to ISWA members, who have opted 
to receive this newsletter and other communication. In case you do not wish to receive this newsletter in future, please 
advise ISWA management committee on the issue.  

 

 
Contact details of ISWA committee members 
 

Name  Contact Phone  E-mail  

Dr. Jugal Agarwalla 0434 822 181 president@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Manny Rodrigues 0412 341 499 vice-president@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Rakesh Khandelwal 0448 498 240 secretary@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Navin Jain 0410 210 994 navin@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Anil Jain 0405 303 084 anil@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Mahesh Mehta 0419 956 850 mahesh@iswa-perth.org 
Mrs. Renu Kumar  9386 9210 renukumar@iswa-perth.org 
Mrs. Ashraf Iqbal  9457 8827 ashraf@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Albert Da'Cruz 9386 7373 albert@iswa-perth.org 
Dr. Renu Sharma 9313 8782 renusharma@iswa-perth.org 
Mrs. Jessy Gupta 9332 1418 jessy@iswa-perth.org 
Dr. Kanwal Jit Singh 9332 5320 kanwaljee@iswa-perth.org 
Mr. Krishan Gupta 9354 9668 jammu55@rediffmail.com 
Mr. Atul Garg 0421 456 200 atulgarg@iprimus.com.au 
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Fortron Group proudly announces its association with Indian 
Society of Western Australia (ISWA). To get special member’s 

offers check the details below.  
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